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Click any item for more details
Pressure Washers

V-502-C Grease and Grime Remover for Concrete(*)
A perfect choice for when you need to penetrate and route out heavy grease, soil and grime on parking lots,
dumpster pads, drive thrus, and other high traffic concrete areas.

New

“V-502 is a really great cleaner to have in your arsenal. We have used it with pretty great success on oil stains and tire marks
and have found it to not only clean, but also brighten significantly!”
			
Curt Kempton - 5StarWindowCare.com

Surface Cleaners

Chemicals & Detergents

Elite Graffiti Remover (1 Gal)

R-202 Concrete Cleaner

Rust Remover Plus™

Penetrates and loosens spray paint graffiti and allows for easy removal of the
graffiti from masonry, brick, concrete,
stone, mild steel, stainless steel, painted
surfaces, and wood surfaces.

Cleans heavy grease, oil and scuff marks
from unpainted concrete, brick, stone,
and other alkaline water safe hard surfaces. USDA authorized for use in meat,
egg, dairy food packing and processing
plants. One 50 pound box makes 200 gal.
of solution

Rust Remover Plus™ is a perfect choice
for removing tough oil and rust stains
from concrete and exposed aggregate
surfaces. Just spray it onto dry concrete
with a pump up garden or chemical
sprayer and watch the rust and oil stains
disappear. After a a 5 to 10 minute dwell
time, you can pressure wash the area with
a 40 degree tip. Rust Remover Plus™ will
brighten the concrete as it dries.

(*) Denotes $27.00 shipping surcharge by UPS.

Our Soft Wash Machines are Contractor TESTED & Contractor APPROVED!™

Cleaning Supplies

Soft Wash in a Box™ Complete System
The Soft Wash in a Box is built in a heavy duty locking aluminum box for protection against the weather
and theft. The unit uses a powerful 12 volt Flojet Pentaflex pump that will pump up to 7 GPM at 80 PSI,
a heavy duty corrosion resistant on/off switch, and a breaker to protect electrical components. A chemical
resistant three way polypropylene flow valve is used to control flow through your system. The system can
be ordered with one or two tanks.

Parts & Accessories

A single tank system allows the user to pump concentrated cleaning agents from their original containers
directly to the systems blending tank, and redirect flow from the hose reel back to the blending tank to
agitate the mix.
A double tank system allows the user to pump concentrated cleaning agents from the original container
directly to one of the two tanks. Then redirect the flow from the tank containing the concentrate to the
mixing tank. This eliminates the need to make multiple trips back to the shop to get a blend for each job.
It also reduces the amount of liquid on the truck, so that blends can be made at the job site by just adding
water.

Pumps & Unloaders

Mustang

Training Materials

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

12 volt, 7 GPM, 80 PSI, Flojet
diaphragm pump with a maximum temperature of 160º F.
Water tight battery box
10”x16” aircraft grade aluminum frame
½” x 24” PVC Wand
VJ-0080B Brass Nozzle
¾” x 225’ Rubber Hose
Clear Vinyl Tubing with a mesh filter screen.

Colt
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12 volt, 100 PSI diaphragm pump
with a max temp of 140°F.
JA-8000 Soft Wash Gun
1/2’”x 24” PVC Wand
1/4” stainless steel quick coupler socket
4 1/4” stainless steel quick coupler plugs
Four V-Jet Nozzles 0º, 15º, 25º, 40º
200’ of 5/8” poly braid hose
50 mesh filter screen

New Products at PowerWash.com

SPRAY
TIPS
Newsletter

TM

TM

Our Spray Tips Newsletter is packed
with tips to help you build your business. Topics include tips for business
management, marketing, equipment
selection, and best practices for
increased efficiency.
Sign up at: www.PowerWash.com

Hudson Float Valve
This valve is ideal for any application
where it is necessary to control the level
of fluid.
•
No exterior moving parts
•
Resistant to freezing
•
Installs in seconds
•
No float ball
•
High volume
•
Rust-proof

FLOJET Accumulator Tank
The FLOJET Accumulator Tank gives you
the best of both worlds! High flow when you
need it and the ability to restrict the flow for
sensitive situations.
When the pump starts, liquid enters the reservoir compressing
the bladder until the maximum pressure for the pressure switch
is reached then the pump shuts off. Pump stays off until the minimum pressure is reached. Then pump turns on, reducing cycling
leading to longer switch and pump life.
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Cleaning Historic Brick

Cleaning
Historic Brick
by Larry Kotke, Technical Sales Director
for Diedrich Technologies,
www.DiedrichTechnologies.com

Photo courtesy of Diedrich Technologies,
www.DiedrichTechnologies.com

W

hy clean old dirty brick, be it a historic
building or not?
It is not unusual to hear preservationists
say not to clean because it removes “character”
or “venerable patina” from the structure.
But, in fact, the dirt is hiding the design
features, colors, and textures the original
architect selected to make his creation unique.
Plus, the fact is that these dirt deposits on
exposed surfaces aid in moisture retention.
This retention can lead to both chemical and
mechanical deterioration of the substrate.
Some of these – such as freeze-thaw
damage – can be increased by the proportion
of retained water. Acid rain deterioration and
spauling can be accelerated by the quantity
of acid held on the surface for extended time
by the dirt/grime crusts. And then there is
biological action (chemical deterioration and
stains) that result from trapped water, resulting
in the growth of micro-vegetation, i.e. mold,
mildew, and moss.
So, how does one go about cleaning old dirty
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brick? If it is a building listed on the National
Register of Historic places, the main guideline
to go by is the “gentlest means possible.” This
should apply whether it is historic or not. In
other words, do not sandblast or use any other
abrasive method such as corncobs, walnut
shells, baking soda, or dry ice, to name a few.
Chemical cleaning with a proprietary cleaner
formulated for the specific type of surface will
render the best results without damaging the
surface. Beware of the “one product will clean
everything” claims. Or the old just-hit-it-withmuriatic-acid to clean it. This couldn’t be
further from the truth.
While muriatic acid – or for that matter,
hydrochloric acid – are effective for cleaning
new construction mortar smears and residue,
they will not clean old dirty brick. They could
cause irreparable damage to the brick and
historic mortar.
At Diedrich Technologies, we’ve developed
cleaners to address the type of surface to be
cleaned as well as the level of soiling. As in,
by Allison Hester

5

Photo courtesy of Ray Burke, Spray Wash Exterior Cleaning,
www.spray-wash.com
“why use an elephant gun for rabbit hunting?”
Our main brick masonry cleaner is the
Diedrich 101 Masonry Restorer. This would be
considered our heavy duty brick restoration
cleaner to address the soiling conditions
one might run into in what were some of the
heavy industrial areas of the country, such as
Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Milwaukee, or Chicago,
for example. For other areas of the country
where you didn’t have the heavy coal-fired
industries, the Diedrich Envirestore 100 might
be a better choice. Again, this goes back to the
“gentlest means possible” mantra.
Ok, let’s get down to the nitty gritty. The
most effective cleaners for old dirty brick are
hydrofluoric acid based products. Don’t run
out and buy hydrofluoric, dilute it with water
and start cleaning. This is dangerous and you
can cause major damage to yourself and the
building. Plus, these bathtub/moonshine mixes
are not accepted for cleaning historic buildings.
The Historic Trust and State Historic
Preservation Offices only accept proprietary
cleaners that have over time proven safe and
effective. As I said earlier, the Diedrich 101
Masonry Restorer is our heavy duty cleaner
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for the most difficult brick cleaning situations.
It is hydrofluoric acid based, but also
incorporates wetting agents and surfactants
that allow cleaning with less actual acid than if
you used hydrofluoric and water.
The Diedrich 101 Masonry Restorer is a
concentrate that is meant to be diluted to
address jobsite conditions. Test samples must
be conducted to determine the most effective
dilution rate. Always use the highest effective
dilution rate. If, for example, five parts water to
one part cleaner is effective, going to a lower,
say three to one, won’t clean any faster. You
will just be wasting money on unnecessary
cleaner and subjecting the building to
additional unneeded acid. Again, gentlest
means possible.
However, should you be in an area where
there was not a lot of coal-fired industries
like steel mills and foundries, etc., you may
not need the strength of the Diedrich 101. An
alternative might be the Diedrich Envirestore
100. This product is a citric, phosphoric acid
based cleaner and will clean effectively on light
to moderate atmospheric soiling and removal of
biological growths.
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Before You Bid
If you as a contractor haven’t done much – if
any – restoration cleaning and want to get into
it, here are some things to do before bidding on
a project:
Always do test samples. It is not a bad idea
to a sample each elevation. Pick areas that are
indicative of soiling conditions throughout the
building. Get a feel for the surrounding area.
Was it an industrial area? Residential? What
contributed to the soiling/pollution?
As an example, I had a contractor call
who was working on an old mill. Three sides
cleaned quickly and easily. The fourth side was
giving him fits. As this was an old mill, I asked
him if there were railroad tracks adjacent to
that side. He said there weren’t; however, he
checked further and it turns out there had
been tracks there for years but they had been
removed. Because of this, he had to do a pretreat of the brick with the Diedrich 808X Black
Encrustation Remover (sodium hydroxide
based) and then follow with the Diedrich 101
he had been using.
In another case, a contractor was cleaning
a church and one side just wasn’t cleaning
even after he had tried different dilution rates.
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It turned out there had been trees along that
side of the church that had been removed a
while before and sap had sealed the dirt in so
the cleaner couldn’t get at the dirt. From some
old photos, we were able to determine what the
problem was and suggest a remedy, but it cost
him some extra time and money to get that
side clean.
Do some investigating before bidding.
See if there are old pictures. These steps can
save you time and money. Also, see if you can
determine what type of businesses had been in
the building, especially if it was industrial at
one time.
What different building materials were used?
It’s not uncommon to have a combination of
brick, limestone, sandstone, or granite on a
building. These may require a combination
of cleaners because one product may not be
suitable or effective on all.
Some newcomers may have difficulty in
determining what type of stone might be
involved. I get calls all the time asking “how do I
tell limestone from sandstone?” Do not be afraid
to ask for help. Talk to your local stone or brick
supplier, or give us a call. A few minutes of time
can save you a lot of headaches.
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Different types of brick will also clean
differently, as in an old common brick will not
clean as quickly or easily as a brick that has
a harder burned face. This is something you
will have to learn over time. In Diedrich’s case,
we will have a product for your needs, be it the
101 for brick, 101G for granite, terra cotta and
glazed brick, Envirestore 100, 707X Limestone
Cleaner and 707N Limestone Neutralizer or the
808X Black Encrustation Remover.
Don’t get in over your head. Start small
on, say, an old store front. This will give
you experience and can generate additional
business for you. One cleaned building
can lead to other customers who want to
improve the appearance of their business.
We have seen this many times in downtown
redevelopment initiatives. Later you can move
on to bigger projects.
Equipment can make or break you.
Invest in good quality equipment. Cold water
pressure washers will work well; however, hot
water machines can give you an advantage
in that the hot water will enhance your
cleaning capabilities. Hot water can make a
big difference, especially on heavily-carboned
surfaces, be they brick or stone, and also early
or late in the season when surface and air
temperatures can reduce product performance.
Application equipment for the cleaners
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can be a huge benefit. When you compare
application rates and time for the acid cleaners
using pump-up sprays to that of some of the
powered sprayers, the labor savings can be
significant. In some cases they will pay for
themselves in one or two jobs.
As I said before, do not be afraid to ask for
help. We at Diedrich Technologies take pride
in our technical support. A few minutes on the
phone can get you a lot of good product and
procedure information. It is also possible for
you to email pictures of projects you may be
looking at. From those we can give you a lot of
guidance. It is almost like being on the jobsite.
You don’t have to worry about information
on a project you are looking at getting spread
around. If you come to us for assistance, that
information stays in-house. We also have
sales people around the country that might be
available for jobsite visits and assistance. We
are here to help you.
Larry Kotke is the Technical Sales Director for
Diedrich Technologies, where he has worked for
over 29 years. Larry handles technical support
for Diedrich’s products, and has been involved
in product development and testing over the
years. Part of his duties involve training
sales people, distributors and contractors, and
leading cleaning seminars for architects and
others. www.DiedrichTechnologies.com.
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