Pressure Washers’
Guidelines for Cleaning
Stains from Concrete
by Paul Horsley, eClean Publisher

Cleaning concrete is one of the most common You might need to repeat this process several
requests fielded by power washers, for several
times for old, set-in stains. (Or you could just
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First, business owners recognize thatExterior Cleaning, www.spray-wash.com
customers appreciate clean storefronts.
For paint stains, mix an absorbent powder
Unsightly concrete stains in front of a store
with paint stripper. Then follow the procedure
may send customers elsewhere. Clean concrete
described above. Beware that many paint
can also boost employee engagement. After
strippers contain hazardous materials such as
all, who wants to work in a dirty workplace,
methylene chloride; make sure your work area
with oil stains on the floor? Clearly, removing
is well ventilated.
stains from concrete is an important role for
power washers. Business owners and pressure
Rust stains may be removed with diluted
washers can also vouch for the fact that this
muriatic acid. However, this process will leave
task isn’t always easy.
a rough, sandpaper-like surface on concrete.
Below, we’ve gathered a few tips on how to
When working with muriatic acid, be sure to
remove various stains from concrete.
protect nearby areas where acid could splash
up. Wear gloves, sturdy rubber boots and a
Clean up spills ASAP. Whenever possible,
breathing mask rated for acid vapor. Pour 2
clean up spills right away, before contaminants
cups of water into a tub, and add ¼ cup of
have a chance to sink deeper into the concrete.
muriatic acid. Always add acid to water, not
Soak up the spill with patting movements;
water to acid. Use a long handled nylon bristle
don’t push down or rub hard, which will only
brush to apply a light layer of acid solution to
drive the stain deeper into the concrete.
the rust-stained area. Let the mixture sit for 5
minutes while the acid dissolves the cement in
Use absorbent material to soak up oil
the surface layer of concrete. Once the mixture
and grease stains. You can’t scrub away oil
stops bubbling, use plenty of water and your
or grease stains; instead, you’ll need to mix a
long-handled brush to flush away residue. If
cleanser, such as trisodium phosphate, with an you are not experienced at working with acid,
absorbent powder, such as powdered talc, to
we recommend instead hiring power washer.
create a paste. Spread this paste over the stain
Business owners will find it much easier to
to a depth of 3/8 inch. Let the paste sit for 24
entrust this stain removal process to the pros,
hours, or until it is dry, and then scrape it up
rather than risk harming themselves or their
and clean the spot with a nylon bristle brush.
property.
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Click any item for more details
Pressure Washers

V-502-C Grease and Grime Remover for Concrete(*)
A perfect choice for when you need to penetrate and route out heavy grease, soil and grime on parking lots,
dumpster pads, drive thrus, and other high traffic concrete areas.

New

“V-502 is a really great cleaner to have in your arsenal. We have used it with pretty great success on oil stains and tire marks
and have found it to not only clean, but also brighten significantly!”
			
Curt Kempton - 5StarWindowCare.com

Surface Cleaners

Chemicals & Detergents

Elite Graffiti Remover (1 Gal)

R-202 Concrete Cleaner

Rust Remover Plus™

Penetrates and loosens spray paint graffiti and allows for easy removal of the
graffiti from masonry, brick, concrete,
stone, mild steel, stainless steel, painted
surfaces, and wood surfaces.

Cleans heavy grease, oil and scuff marks
from unpainted concrete, brick, stone,
and other alkaline water safe hard surfaces. USDA authorized for use in meat,
egg, dairy food packing and processing
plants. One 50 pound box makes 200 gal.
of solution

Rust Remover Plus™ is a perfect choice
for removing tough oil and rust stains
from concrete and exposed aggregate
surfaces. Just spray it onto dry concrete
with a pump up garden or chemical
sprayer and watch the rust and oil stains
disappear. After a a 5 to 10 minute dwell
time, you can pressure wash the area with
a 40 degree tip. Rust Remover Plus™ will
brighten the concrete as it dries.

(*) Denotes $27.00 shipping surcharge by UPS.

Our Soft Wash Machines are Contractor TESTED & Contractor APPROVED!™

Cleaning Supplies

Soft Wash in a Box™ Complete System
The Soft Wash in a Box is built in a heavy duty locking aluminum box for protection against the weather
and theft. The unit uses a powerful 12 volt Flojet Pentaflex pump that will pump up to 7 GPM at 80 PSI,
a heavy duty corrosion resistant on/off switch, and a breaker to protect electrical components. A chemical
resistant three way polypropylene flow valve is used to control flow through your system. The system can
be ordered with one or two tanks.

Parts & Accessories

A single tank system allows the user to pump concentrated cleaning agents from their original containers
directly to the systems blending tank, and redirect flow from the hose reel back to the blending tank to
agitate the mix.
A double tank system allows the user to pump concentrated cleaning agents from the original container
directly to one of the two tanks. Then redirect the flow from the tank containing the concentrate to the
mixing tank. This eliminates the need to make multiple trips back to the shop to get a blend for each job.
It also reduces the amount of liquid on the truck, so that blends can be made at the job site by just adding
water.

Pumps & Unloaders

Mustang

Training Materials

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

12 volt, 7 GPM, 80 PSI, Flojet
diaphragm pump with a maximum temperature of 160º F.
Water tight battery box
10”x16” aircraft grade aluminum frame
½” x 24” PVC Wand
VJ-0080B Brass Nozzle
¾” x 225’ Rubber Hose
Clear Vinyl Tubing with a mesh filter screen.

Colt
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12 volt, 100 PSI diaphragm pump
with a max temp of 140°F.
JA-8000 Soft Wash Gun
1/2’”x 24” PVC Wand
1/4” stainless steel quick coupler socket
4 1/4” stainless steel quick coupler plugs
Four V-Jet Nozzles 0º, 15º, 25º, 40º
200’ of 5/8” poly braid hose
50 mesh filter screen

New Products at PowerWash.com

SPRAY
TIPS
Newsletter
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Our Spray Tips Newsletter is packed
with tips to help you build your business. Topics include tips for business
management, marketing, equipment
selection, and best practices for
increased efficiency.
Sign up at: www.PowerWash.com

Hudson Float Valve
This valve is ideal for any application
where it is necessary to control the level
of fluid.
•
No exterior moving parts
•
Resistant to freezing
•
Installs in seconds
•
No float ball
•
High volume
•
Rust-proof

FLOJET Accumulator Tank
The FLOJET Accumulator Tank gives you
the best of both worlds! High flow when you
need it and the ability to restrict the flow for
sensitive situations.
When the pump starts, liquid enters the reservoir compressing
the bladder until the maximum pressure for the pressure switch
is reached then the pump shuts off. Pump stays off until the minimum pressure is reached. Then pump turns on, reducing cycling
leading to longer switch and pump life.

